The title molecule, C 10H 16N20 (I), has approximate mirror symmetry with the main chain fully extended. The main torsion angles defining the molecular conforma- 
Comment
The structural determination of 2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-4-oxaheptanedinitrile (I) was undertaken as part of a research program directed towards the development of new macrocyclic ligands for use in the synthesis of transition-metal complexes (Ferguson, McAlees, McCrindle, Restivo & Roberts, 1977; McCrindle, Ferguson, McAlees, Parvez, Ruhl, Stephenson & Wieckowski, 1986; McCrindle, Ferguson, McAlees, Parvez & Stephenson, 1982 , 1983 McCrindle, Ferguson, McAlees & Roberts, 1981; McCrindle, Ferguson & Parvez, 1984; .
The crystal structure determination establishes the overall conformation and the orientation of the two nitrile moieties in the solid state, with their thermal ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. For clarity, the H atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary size.
Experimental
Crystal data The crystal decomposed by 33% during data collection and this was allowed for in the data reduction by using a five-point smoothing correction in the scaling of the data. The H atoms, visible in the difference maps at an intermediate stage of refinement, were positioned geometrically and included as riding atoms in the structure-factor calculations. Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989 ). 
